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CITYCHAPEL




City Chapel Ministry to Children

Building the Family Altar –Children
When establishing a family altar, it would be prudent for us not to hinder our kids from approaching God’s Kingdom or His Presence
Altar
(Psalm 43:4)

Then will I go to the altar of God, to God, my joy and my delight. I will praise you with the harp, O God, my God.

The Greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven 
(Matthew 18)

1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”  2 He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. 3 And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 

Jesus Blesses the Little Children

(Matthew 19:13-15; Mark 10:13-16)

15Now some people were even bringing their infants to Jesus to have him touch them. But when the disciples saw this, they sternly told the people not to do that. 16Jesus, however, called for the children and said, “Let the little children come to me, and stop keeping them away, because the kingdom of God belongs to people like these. 17I tell you with certainty, whoever doesn't receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never get into it at all.”
Some ideas for building a Family Altar
Make the family altar something your children look forward to.
Aim to find a way of worshipping that all your family want to be part of.
I recommend that you:

· Find a name for this time.  Do this with the children.   

· Before the family service, give each child a role within the family meeting.  For example;
· Worship Leader – Ask them to think of some songs.

· Pastor/Preacher -  Ask them to find a scripture to read aloud.

· Notices and birthdays - Ask them share the family information for the week etc.
· Testimony – tell of God’s goodness in your day today.
· Be committed to this.  Be patient.  Show your child(ren) that you value their efforts.

· Take the back seat.  Let them think that they are leading you.  
· Listen to the your child(ren).  Do not preach at them or talk at them or down to them. Talk with them. (Matt 11:30) ‘…My yoke is easy and my burden is light.’  (Eph 6:4) Parents do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.   
· Go on a voyage of discovery with them.  Get excited about God’s promises in His word.  For example in Psalm 23 your child(ren) could pick out God’s promises.  Give the kids honest examples of how this promise was/is true for you.  Or how you struggle with this promise but you have to believe God in spite of that struggle.

· Pray/intercede at your level and let your children see this.  Remember that you are talking with God around your family altar.  Don’t insist that they stay with you for the whole hour because that is a very long time for kids.

· If they move out of the room during your prayer, then call them back when you have finished and gently remind them of the role they have in this meeting.  In those roles conclude the meeting.
· Assign roles for next week.

· Be creative and find what works for your family when building a family altar.
· Enjoy quality time with your family in God’s presence.
(Proverbs 22:6)  Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.
Years from now you want to walk into your married child’s home and see them doing this with your grandchildren!!

